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doctrines are expounded, "the progression
from, and the regression of all things to,
the One, and the entire domination of the
One,"1 and, further, "these different Beings
were evoked, and appeared, sometimes to
teach, sometimes, by Their mere presence,
to elevate and purify. "The Gods," says
lamblichus, " being benevolent and pro-
pitious, impart their light to theurgists in
unenvying abundance, calling upwards
their souls to themselves, procuring them a
union with themselves, and accustoming
them, while they are yet in body, to be
separated from bodies, and to be led round
to their eternal and intelligible principle/'2!

the ultimate goal, thought itself must be left behind;
for thought is a form of motion, and the desire of the
soul is for the motionless rest which belongs to the
One. The union with transcendent deity is not so
much knowledge or vision as ecstasy, coalescence,
contact" Neo-Platonism is thus "first of all a system
of complete rationalism; it is assumed, in other
words, that reason is capable of mapping out the
whole system of things. But, inasmuch as a God is
affirmed beyond reason, the mysticism becomes in a
sense the necessary complement of the would-be
all-embracing rationalism. The system culminates in
a mystical act."

1 lamblichus) as ante, p. 73.     z Ibid, pp. 55, 56.